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We are sorry not to be able to find you just the quotation that 
you can use effectively for your purpose. The truth is the men of 
one hundred years ago seldom thought of land in terms of a "play- 
ground," and would never have used such a term. A movement was 
on foot in 1818 and 1819 to make Wisconsin a permanent Indian 
reserve, removed from the deleterious influence of white men and their 
grog shops. Calhoun, then secretary of war, favored such a plan, by 
which Wisconsin would be in perpetuity an Indian land. In 1820 he 
sent the Reverend Jedediah Morse (father of the inventor of teleg- 
raphy) to visit the West and make a report upon some such plan. 
Mr. Morse went all through the Northwest and was much in favor of 
Calhoun's plan, considering the region west of Lake Michigan 
adapted to a "suitably prepared portion of our country" upon which 
the Indians of New York State might live in peace and might be 
gradually taught the arts of civilization. Some of the statesmen of 
this time went so far as to favor an exclusive Indian territory that 
might in time be raised to the rank of a state. Pursuant to this 
policy, the Stockbridge and Oneida, with the small remnants of the 
Brotherton and Munsee tribes, made treaties with the Wisconsin 
tribesmen, the Menominee and Winnebago, and prepared for removal, 
which was eventually effected after many difficulties. A decade or 
more later the government pursued a different policy, and by the 
treaties of 1832 after the Black Hawk War, that of 1833 at 
Chicago, and that of 1836 at Cedar Point purchased all of southern 
Wisconsin and threw it open to white settlement. 

THE SIOUX WAR OF 1862 

I am writing to ascertain what material you have on the Sioux Indian 
War of 1862 in Minnesota. 

I want the most detailed information I can get, particularly the names 
of the individuals who were killed and taken prisoner by the Indians. 
Also, if possible, information regarding the provisions made by Congress 
and the state of Minnesota, if any, for the relief of the survivors, and for 
those whose property was taken or destroyed by the Indians. 

Please let me know, also, what provision you make, if any, for the 
loan of the publications. 

G. M. Sheldon 

Tomahawk 
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The most available material about the Sioux War of 1862 is 
found in the Collections of the several historical societies of the 
Northwest, particularly the Minnesota, Iowa, North Dakota, and 
South Dakota societies. In this connection we note: Minnesota 
Historical Collections, VI, 354-408; IX, 395-449; X, 595-618; XII, 
513-30; XV, 323-78. North Dakota Historical Collections, I, 412- 
29. South Dakota Historical Collections, II, chapters 25-30 ; VIII, 
100-588. This latter gives the official correspondence. 

Among secondary writers are: Edward D. Neill, History of 
Minnesota (4th edition, Minneapolis, 1882), 716-37; Judge Charles 
E. Flandrau, History of Minnesota and Tales of the Frontier (St. 
Paul, 1900), 135-87. Frank Fiske, The Taming of the Sioux 
(Bismarck, 1917) is said to have some good material on this war. 

So far as we can ascertain by a brief research no provision has 
been made either by Congress or by the state of Minnesota for relief 
and indemnity, except in specific cases as, for instance, the widows of 
friendly Indians who saved many whites (see United States Docu- 
ments, serial 2674, doc. 3976, Message of Governor of Minnesota, 
1871). The adjutant general of Minnesota had charge of soldiers' 
bounties and pensions. Probably the present incumbent can tell you 
what, if any, provision has been made for such relief. 

We have in the manuscript division of the Library a document 
entitled "Victims of the Indian Massacre of 1862 in Minnesota," 
which contains specific lists of names of victims, dates and places of 
occurrences, etc. The manuscript comprises seven typewritten 
pages, the whole compiled by Marion P. Satterlee for the Minnesota 
Historical Society. So far as I know, it is the only thing in existence 
which would answer approximately your desire for names of victims, 
etc. It can be copied for you at your expense, should you care to 
order this done. 

Many of the volumes in the State Historical Library are sub- 
ject to loan over the state, but a large proportion of its contents 
is not. You would doubtless find, if you are pursuing any exhaus- 
tive investigation, that the only satisfactory way to do it would be 
to come to the Library. In so far as we are able to do so, we will be 
glad to accommodate you by sending works which you may desire to 
use to your local library. 



